
Site History
The earliest photo of the site shows the Victorian built  
cinema which was demolished in the 1960s for the new 
market hall. The present market was build in 1964 and had 
a facelift in the 1980s creating the current look of the  
building.

The new Market Hall design provides the opportunity to, 
once again, provide height, scale and presence in this  
important central location.

Introduction 
Knutsford Town Council took ownership of the Market Hall 
from Cheshire East Council in 2014. We recognised that the 
Market Hall is in need of investment to ensure its future  
viability. We initially looked to redevelop the Market Hall as 
a two-storey market, but on the advice of a 2017 survey this 
was discounted. 

We began looking at options to improve the Market Hall,  
initially looking at a simpler programme of refurbishment. 
After speaking with architects, we realised that the site had 
great potential to provide much needed residential  
accommodation.

The proposal is to demolish the  
existing building creating a new 
ground floor Market Hall with four two 
bedroom apartments on the first and 
second floors 

Proposed new Market Hall

Top:    Market Hall in 2014 
Middle:   Market Hall in 1964 
Bottom:   The former Cinema



A new Market Hall
The new large glazed entrance to the Market Hall on ground 
floor is recessed back within the three large brick arches 
providing depth, shelter and safety for shoppers.

The intention is to open up the ground floor and provide a 
more attractive retail space to encourage people to enter 
and explore all areas of the new Market Hall. Natural light 
will be provided to the rear and the intention is to keep the 
central space low in height so as to keep visual connection 
to the back and to rear traders.

The concept for the new interior is to create a simple,  
elegant, contemporary retail space providing flexibility for 
traders and a bigger and more open naturally lit space for 
shoppers and visitors.

The hope is that this more attractive space will encourage a 
greater footfall and a more enjoyable shopping experience. 

All current facilities such as toilets will be retained within the 
new design and the storage areas for traders with be  
improved and enlarged.

Four new Apartments
To maximise the trading space, the entrance area to the 
new apartments is kept to a minimum. A lift and stairs give 
access to the four new spacious two bed apartments with 
access onto a small rear sheltered courtyard area. This is 
a very compact site and the need to maintain privacy and 
meet Planning & Building Regulations have resulted in  
interesting plan layouts and elevational treatments to the 
side and rear. The apartment areas will all meet national 
standards.
 

Conservation Area
Designing in a Conservation Area requires that the design 
should have historical context, be attractive and respect and 
enhance the architectural character of the town. It should not 
be just an architectural pastiche of the past. Using familiar 
forms, scale, materials and details the new building should 
feel comfortable but not represent a copy of its  
surroundings.

In the new design, traditional pitched roofs, deep recessed 
window and door openings, brickwork, glass and steel have 
all been used.
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Funding the Works
At this stage we have not fully costed the work; this will come at a later stage when the exact 
materials and internal design is finalised, however we anticiapte the total project cost will be between 
£900,000 and £1,000,000 - this is a big project for the Town Council.

To fund the works we will be intending to take out a loan and repay this over a number of years from 
the rental income of the apartments and surplus from the market rents. This will not involve an  
increase to your Council Tax.

View down Silk Mill Street



Questions &  
Answers
Q: What would happen to the market 
whilst works take place?

A: We are looking to create a temporary  
market space on the car park to ensure that 
our the stallholders can continue to trade 
throughout the works.

Q: Where will parking be for the new  
apartments?

A: The apartments will be close to the bus 
and train station and parking spaces are 
available to rent from Cheshire East Council.

Q: What will the interior of the market look 
like?

A: We have not yet produced an exact design 
for the interior. Our concept is for a low  
central island of stalls so you can see across 
the market, a seating area, new accessible   
toilet with baby change and plenty of trader 
storage. To the right is a concept view.

Q: When would the works take place?

A: We will time the works to cause the least 
disruption to the Town and our traders. We’d 
like to have the new market open in 2019/20.

Q: Will Silk Mill Street remain open?

A: Yes, whilst we will likely use the majority  
of the car park for a site compound and  
market space, there will continue to be  
access for residents.

Top:    View along Silk Mill Street 
Middle:   Interior design concept 
Bottom:   Massing of the new building

Got a Question?
Speak to one of the team. If we cannot  
answer it today we’ll get back to you.We’ll 
take a note of any questions asked and post 
the answers on our website.

If you think of anything after today, just e-mail:
 
townclerk@knutsfordtowncouncil.gov.uk


